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Minutes of the Board of Commissioners 
Multnomah County, Oregon 

Tuesday, March 1, 2011 
Multnomah Building, Commissioners Conference Room 635 

501 SE Hawthorne Blvd. Portland, Oregon   
 

 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 

E-1 The Multnomah County Board of Commissioners will meet in Executive Session 
Pursuant to ORS 192.660(2)(e).  Only representatives of the news media and 
designated staff are allowed to attend.  Representatives of the news media and 
all other attendees are specifically directed not to disclose information that is the 
subject of the Executive Session.  Final decisions are decided in public Board 
meetings.  Presenters: Deputy County Attorney Jenny Morf, Mike Sublett, and 
Ian Cannon. 

 
Executive Session was held. 
 

Minutes of the Board of Commissioners  
Multnomah County, Oregon 

Multnomah Building, Board Room 100  
Tuesday, March 1, 2011 

 

 
BOARD BRIEFINGS 

Chair Jeff Cogen convened the meeting at 10:08 a.m. with Vice-Chair Deborah Kafoury 
and Commissioners Loretta Smith, Judy Shiprack, and Diane McKeel present.  
 
Also in attendance: Henry H. Lazenby, Jr., County Attorney, and Marina Baker, 
Assistant Board Clerk. 
 
B.1 Informational Board Briefing on Clinical, Community & Environmental 

Health Systems of Care and Funding Sources.  Presenters:  Joanne Fuller, 
Chief Operating Officer; Dr. Gary Oxman, County Health Officer; Sonia 
Manhas, Community Wellness & Prevention; Dr. Amit Shah, Medical Director; 
Kathleen Fuller-Poe, Health Human Resources; Robert Johnson, Quality 
Manager; Wendy Lear, Business Services Director. 

 
Ms. Fuller provided the introductions and gave an overview about the County’s Clinical, 
Community and Environmental Health Systems of Care that are funded with a mix of 
State, Federal and County general funds.   
 
Dr. Oxman spoke of the three core public health functions: assessment, policy 
development, and assurance.  During assessment, the Health Department (MCHD) 
monitors health status and works to understand the health issues facing the community; 
protects people from health problems and health hazards; and evaluates and improves 
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programs and interventions.  In policy development, MCHD develops public health policies 
and plans that support individual and community health efforts; enforces public health laws 
and regulations; and contributes to and applies evidence based practices.  In assurance, 
MCHD helps people receive health services; maintains a competent public health 
workforce; gives people information they need to make healthy choices; and engages the 
community to identify and solve health problems. 
 
Ms. Manhas provided a brief description of MCHD’s services.  Commissioner McKeel said 
that last week, the Board had a briefing on domestic violence program offers; she asked if 
there was a crossover between those programs and the domestic violence education 
provided by MCHD.  Ms. Manhas replied that she would get back to her with an answer. 
 
Dr. Shah spoke about MCHD’s language and pharmacy services.  Ms. Fuller-Poe spoke 
about how Human Resources works to assure that staff has effective leadership and 
training to meet MCHD’s strategies.  Mr. Johnson spoke about the importance of 
evaluation and research and integrating all sciences in order to better serve the 
community. 
 
The presenters responded to Board questions and comments.  The Board thanked them 
for their presentation. 
 
B-2 Informational Board Briefing on Anti-Poverty Systems of Care and Funding 

Sources.  Presenters:  Mary Li, Community Services Manager; Joanne Fuller; 
Kathy Tinkle, Interim Director, DCHS; and Joshua Todd, Director, 
Commissioner on Children, Families & Community. 

 
Ms. Fuller provided the introduction and gave an overview about the County’s anti-poverty 
system of care.  She described the different types of poverty and the reasons behind 
them.  Employment poverty is when income and benefits from low-wages or part-time 
work doesn’t meet basic needs expenses.  Episodic poverty is transitional poverty due to 
unexpected personal or economic crises.  Long-term poverty is severe and long-term 
poverty, in the absence of persistent or multiple special needs.  Special-needs poverty is 
when there is limited or no opportunity for employment and stable housing because of 
disability, infirmity or age.  She spoke about how different programs provided by the 
County try to address these types of poverty.  
 
Ms. Li spoke about the Prosperity Framework and System of Care.  She explained that the 
Prosperity Action Team, comprised of staff of Multnomah County and the cities of 
Gresham and Portland, are working to reframe the traditional conversation of reducing 
poverty to the long-term goal of creating prosperity.  Ms. Li stated that research shows that 
if a household can build assets, such as education, housing, employment, income, and 
savings, they have a far greater chance of staying out of poverty. 
 
Commissioner Smith asked what is being done to ensure wrap-around services provided 
by the County are being utilized.  Mr. Todd responded that they are trying to do outreach 
to the most vulnerable and hardest to reach families.  People can also go online and 
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anonymously determine which benefits they qualify for.  Ms. Fuller added that Aging & 
Disabilities Services works closely with their clients to determine their eligibility for benefits.  
 
The presenters responded to Board questions and comments.  The Board thanked them 
for their presentation. 
 

 
ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 12:02 p.m. 
 
 
Submitted by: 
Lynda J. Grow, Board Clerk and 
Marina Baker, Assistant Board Clerk 
Board of County Commissioners 
Multnomah County 
 


