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MMUULLTTNNOOMMAAHH  CCOOUUNNTTYY  
AAGGEENNDDAA  PPLLAACCEEMMEENNTT  RREEQQUUEESSTT  ((sshhoorrtt  ffoorrmm))  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Agenda  
Title: 

CROPS and Beginning Urban Farmer Apprenticeship (BUFA) Briefing 

 
Note: If Ordinance, Resolution, Order or Proclamation, provide exact title. For all other submissions, provide a clearly written title. 
 
Requested 
Meeting Date: 12/20/11 

Amount of 
Time Needed: 25 

Department: Office of Sustainability Division:  

Contact(s): Dan Bravin 

Phone:       Ext. 8-4092 I/O Address:       

Presenter(s): 
Dan Bravin (Office of Sustainability), Weston Miller (OSU Extension Service) and a 
representative from Snowcap Charities 

 
General Information  

1.  What action are you requesting from the Board?  
None 

2. Please provide sufficient background information for the Board and the public to understand 
this issue.  Please note which Program Offer this action affects and how it impacts the results. 

This briefing is designed to update the Multnomah Board of County Commissioners on the CROPS 
program and the Beginning Urban Farmer Apprenticeship (BUFA) program. CROPS just completed 
its third successful growing season and donating fresh, organic produce to Snowcap Charities food 
bank. BUFA just completed a successful pilot year and will be graduating 17 beginning urban 
farmers (including 8 students who received scholarships) who received in-field training as well as 
small business training. Graduating students will be invited to attend the Board meeting to receive 
graduation certificates. 

3.  Explain the fiscal impact (current year and ongoing). 
No impact. 
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4.  Explain any legal and/or policy issues involved.  
Both the CROPS and BUFA program are aligned with the county’s mission to promote a 
healthy, safe and prosperous community for all, and the county’s value of creativity and 
innovation to think in new ways, value new opinions and recognize ingenuity and 
resourcefulness. These programs also align with the county’s adopted sustainability 
principles and the actions in the Multnomah Food Action Plan. 

5.  Explain any citizen and/or other government participation that has or will take place.  

CROPS – Community donations and volunteers have been critical to the success of this program. 
The City of Troutdale, Metro, Snowcap Charities, McMenamin’s Edgefield, Hands on Greater 
Portland, Portland Nursery, Fiddlehead LLC, OSU Extension, Oregon Food Bank, Multnomah County 
Departments of Community Justice and County Management, and more are ongoing supporters of 
CROPS. 

BUFA – Oregon State University Extension has partnered with Multnomah County’s Office of 
Sustainability to provide this innovative program. Seventeen students are graduating from the first 
year program. 
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   Kat West  
 


