
BEFORE THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
FOR MULTNOMAH COUNTY, OREGON 

 
RESOLUTION NO. ____ 

 
Submitting to the Voters a Three-Year Rate Based Local Option Levy to Continue Library 
Services 
 
The Multnomah County Board of Commissioners Finds: 
 
 

a. The Multnomah County Library Levy was approved by voters in the November 2006 
general election. The levy and other revenues fund library services for five fiscal years 
beginning July 1, 2007. 

  
b. The Board considers funding for quality library services in Multnomah County necessary 

and in the public interest. 
 

c. The Board determines that the best funding option in the current economic environment 
is a renewal and replacement of the 2006 levy.  

 
d. The Board determines it is in the public interest to submit the measure to voters at the 

May 15, 2012, primary election. 
 

e. The new levy is for three fiscal years commencing July 1, 2012.  It is anticipated to raise 
approximately $32.6 million in 2012-13; $ 34.5 million in 2013-14; and $36.5 million in 
2014-15. These revenues are in addition to the tax revenues from the County’s permanent 
property tax rate under Measure 50. 

 
f. The Board recognizes that a levy renewal at the current rate will not provide sufficient 

funding to maintain current library services; therefore, the Board will commit an 
additional $10 million in one-time-only funding in order to mitigate the reduction in 
revenue.  

 
g. The Board will continue its annual County General Fund allocation to the library 

beginning with an allocation of $14.9 million in 2012-13 
 

h. The Board further recognizes that the best long-term funding solution for the library is 
the formation of an independent library district. If Multnomah County voters approve the 
three-year local option levy, which will provide the Library with temporary financial 
stability, the Board will refer a district measure to the ballot in November 2012. 

 
The Multnomah County Board of Commissioners Resolves: 
 
1. An election is called for the May 15, 2012, primary election to submit the Ballot Title 
 measure adopted as Exhibit A and the Explanatory Statement adopted as Exhibit B to the 
 electors of Multnomah County for funding library services. 



 
 
 
2. The Ballot Title and Explanatory Statement are certified, and will be filed with the 
 County Director of Elections, and published in accordance with law. 
 
3.  The Library Local Option Levy will be outside the limitations of Article XI, Section 11, 
 Oregon Constitution. 
 
 
ADOPTED this _5th__ day of _January_, 2012. 
 
 
      BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
      FOR MULTNOMAH COUNTY, OREGON 
 
 
      _________________________________ 
      Jeff Cogen, Chair 
 
 
REVIEWED: 
JENNY MORF, ACTING COUNTY ATTORNEY 
FOR MULTNOMAH COUNTY, OREGON 
 
 
 
 
By_______________________________ 
     Jenny Morf, Acting County Attorney 

 


