
The Gatekeeper Program --
25 years of engaging the business 
community and linking services with 
elders and adults with disabilities who 
are vulnerable and isolated  in 
Multnomah County
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Presentation Notes
There are a number of reasons why high-risk older adults are unable, unwilling or resistant to seeking assistance.
There may be a negative stigma associated with using “social services”
Pride and stoicism may make people reluctant to ask for help that they believe they can provide for themselves
Fear of losing control over their life.
Shame, suspicion or fear
Financial reasons
Mental health issues such as paranoia, memory loss, depression
Lack of information about what services are available or assistance they may qualify for



