MULTNOMAH COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
PUBLIC TESTIMONY SIGN-UP

Please complete this form and return to the Board Clerk
***This form is a public record***

MEETING DATE;:__July 31, 2012

AGENDA ITEM: Proposed Multhomah County Library District

FOR:_ X~ AGAINST: p |
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CONTACT INFORMATION (optional):
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IF YOU WISH TO ADDRESS THE BOARD IN PERSON:

1. Complete this form and submit to the Board Clerk.

2. Presenters are called to testify in the order their form is received. The Presiding
Officer may rearrange testimony or may ask Invited Guests or Elected Officials to
speak first.

3. Public testimony is limited to 3 minutes or less per person unless otherwise
directed by the Presiding Officer.

4. Written materials may be submitted to the Board Clerk for distribution to the

Board and entry in the official record. Please provide 7 copies.

All meetings are audio and video recorded.

When your name is called, come forward & be seated at the presenter's table;
state your name for the record and speak clearly into the microphone.

A buzzer will signify the end of your allotted time.

The Presiding Officer has authority to keep order and may impose reasonable
restrictions necessary for the efficient and orderly conduct of a meeting. Any
person who fails to comply with reasonable rules of conduct or who creates a
disturbance may be asked or required to leave and upon failure to do so
becomes a trespasser.

o o

© N

IF. YOU WISH TO SUBMIT WRITTEN INSTEAD OF ORAL COMMENTS TO THE
BOARD:
1. Complete this form and submit it along with your written testimony to the Board
Clerk at the meeting, or by e-mail at: lynda.grow@multco.us
2. Written testimony will be entered into the official record.
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The League of Women Voters of Portland
310 SW 4th Avenue, Suite 520, Portland, OR 97204

(503) 228-1675 + info@lwvpdx.org <+ www.lwvpdx.org

Proposed Library District Public Hearing
Multnomah County Commission
July 31,2012

The Leagues of Women Voters of Portland and of East Multnomah
County support a public library system that upholds the principles of intellectual
freedom and the public’s right to know. We support the library as a basic
community service with an assured, stable and adequate source of funding.

The Leagues urge you to refer creation of the library district to the
November ballot. Voters should be given the opportunity to approve a district
with a permanent rate that will provide funding sufficient to support all library
needs. The current practice of relying on temporary local option property tax
levies for a major portion of the system’s budget is unacceptable, especially in
light of the overwhelming support voters demonstrated for their libraries during
the May election.

We acknowledge the impact a new library district will have on local
taxing jurisdictions and understand their concern. Rather than objecting to
creating a stable source of funding for our libraries, however, the League
encourages elected officials to consider calling for a statewide conversation about
the property tax system. The current debate about how to fund our libraries is
only one indication that there is room for improvement.

Again, we fully support referring the library district to the November
ballot. Thank you for considering our comments.
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2. Presenters are called to testify in the order their form is received. The Presiding
Officer may rearrange testimony or may ask Invited Guests or Elected Officials to
speak first.

3. Public testimony is limited to 3 minutes or less per person unless otherwise
directed by the Presiding Officer.

4. Written materials may be submitted to the Board Clerk for distribution to the

Board and entry in the official record. Please provide 7 copies.

All meetings are audio and video recorded.

When your name is called, come forward & be seated at the presenter's table;
state your name for the record and speak clearly into the microphone.

A buzzer will signify the end of your allotted time.

The Presiding Officer has authority to keep order and may impose reasonable
restrictions necessary for the efficient and orderly conduct of a meeting. Any
person who fails to comply with reasonable rules of conduct or who creates a
disturbance may be asked or required to leave and upon failure to do so
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IF. YOU WISH TO SUBMIT WRITTEN INSTEAD OF ORAL COMMENTS TO THE
BOARD:
1. Complete this form and submit it along with your written testimony to the Board
Clerk at the meeting, or by e-mail at: lynda.grow@multco.us
2. Written testimony will be entered into the official record.
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8. The Presiding Officer has authority to keep order and may impose reasonable
restrictions necessary for the efficient and orderly conduct of a meeting. Any
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becomes a trespasser.

IF YOU WISH TO SUBMIT WRITTEN INSTEAD OF ORAL COMMENTS TO THE
BOARD:
1. Complete this form and submit it along with your written testimony to the Board
Clerk at the meeting, or by e-mail at: lynda.grow@multco.us
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2. Presenters are called to testify in the order their form is received. The Presiding
Officer may rearrange testimony or may ask Invited Guests or Elected Officials to
speak first.

3. Public testimony is limited to 3 minutes or less per person unless otherwise
directed by the Presiding Officer. .

4. Written materials may be submitted to the Board Clerk for distribution to the

Board and entry in the official record. Please provide 7 copies.

All meetings are audio and video recorded.

When your name is called, come forward & be seated at the presenter's table;
state your name for the record and speak clearly into the microphone.

A buzzer will signify the end of your allotted time.
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restrictions necessary for the efficient and orderly conduct of a meeting. Any
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IF YOU WISH TO SUBMIT WRITTEN INSTEAD OF ORAL COMMENTS TO THE
BOARD:
1. Complete this form and submit it along with your written testimony to the Board
Clerk at the meeting, or by e-mail at: lynda.grow@multco.us
2. Written testimony will be entered into the official record.
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CEO, Futurepower®

Tuesday, July 31, 2012
Multnomah County Board of Commissioners
501 SE Hawthorne Blvd., Suite 600

Portland, OR 97214-3587
(503) 988-5274

Support for the proposed Multnomah County Library District
Public Testimony At Public Hearing, July 31, 2012
Part 1 of 2

It is easy to show why everyone should support libraries. Find people who never read books. Ask them about
their lives.

Do they like the new digital TV? Digital TV was designed by people who read books.

Do they drive automobiles? Autos have gotten much more reliable in past decades because of the efforts of
people who read books.

Are those who don’t read happy that their children will never have to live in an iron lung because of getting
sick with polio? The polio vaccine was created by people who read books.

Even for people who never read, easy access to books is extremely important. If we want continued
improvements in our lives, we must support our libraries.

Respectfully,

Michael Jennings

www.futurepower.net * tdd@futurepower.net PO Box 14491 Portland, OR 97293-0491 USA
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Support for the proposed Multnomah County Library District
Public Testimony At Public Hearing, July 31, 2012
Part 2 of 2

Sometimes it is necessary to consider tough realities. This is one of those times.

We need effective public relations. We cannot, for example, depend upon the efforts of the
Multnomah Friends of the Library to design campaigns to remind everyone of the importance of libraries.
The Friends are nice people. It’s fun to party with them. But they seem to be largely a social group. There
is apparently no one in the group who wants to spend hours designing truly effective communications.
There is apparently no one in the group who even thinks that is important.

Libraries support the best in us. It seems obvious to many that the U.S. is going through a period of
decline. To help improve our lives, our entire nation needs the efforts of thoughtful, knowledgeable, caring
people. They are supported by having access to the best thinking. That thinking is available in libraries.

In the early 1900s, Andrew Carnegie gave his money to start 1,795 libraries. Those libraries
are one of the reasons the U.S. has experienced decades of prosperity. We have had better leaders because
those who thought they might like to be leaders were able to educate themselves. We have had social
progress because those who wanted improvements could understand the thinking of others who felt the
same way. (Wikipedia: List of Carnegie libraries in the United States)

Libraries help in numerous ways. Recently, a French friend called from France to tell me of his strong
interest in a book about graphic design by a French-American author. I went to the Multnomah County Library
web site and visited WorldCat. WorldCat listed only one copy of the book in the French library system. That
copy is not available for loan. Multnomah County Library got a copy for me from a U.S. library. During an
online video call, I paged through the book for my friend, putting the pages in front of my video camera.

My wife Adriana is from Brazil, a country that almost never has snow. Brazilians are often fascinated by
snow. Adriana finds it relaxing to read about arctic expeditions, in books from the library.

Adriana is studying how to make publications using a new version of Adobe InDesign software. Adobe has
not been particularly good about documenting its own product. Adriana says the best help she has gotten
has been from a book she found in the Multnomah County Library.

Respectfully,

Michael Jennings

www. futurepower.net * tdd@futurepower.net PO Box 14491 Portland, OR 97293-0491 USA
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1. Complete this form and submit to the Board Clerk.

2. Presenters are called to testify in the order their form is received. The Presiding
Officer may rearrange testimony or may ask Invited Guests or Elected Officials to
speak first.

3. Public testimony is limited to 3 minutes or less per person unless otherwise
directed by the Presiding Officer.

4. Written materials may be submitted to the Board Clerk for distribution to the

Board and entry in the official record. Please provide 7 copies.

All meetings are audio and video recorded.

When your name is called, come forward & be seated at the presenter’s table;
state your name for the record and speak clearly into the microphone.

A buzzer will signify the end of your allotted time.

The Presiding Officer has authority to keep order and may impose reasonable
restrictions necessary for the efficient and orderly conduct of a meeting. Any
person who fails to comply with reasonable rules of conduct or who creates a
disturbance may be asked or required to leave and upon failure to do so
becomes a trespasser.
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IF YOU WISH TO SUBMIT WRITTEN INSTEAD OF ORAL COMMENTS TO THE
BOARD:
1. Complete this form and submit it along with your written testimony to the Board
Clerk at the meeting, or by e-mail at: lynda.grow@multco.us
2. Wiritten testimony will be entered into the official record.




MULTNOMAH COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS %
PUBLIC TESTIMONY SIGN-UP

Please complete this form and return to the Board Clerk
**This form is a public record***

MEETING DATE:__July 31, 2012

AGENDA ITEM: Proposed Multhomah VCountv Library District

FOR: X AGAINST:
NAME: é‘;( ( l[im M -~
CONTACT INFORMATION (optional):

ADDRESS: </0 Vo 209 e 5 g{a‘)! 333 S g”“‘%\%ﬁ& 500
CITY/STATE/ZIP: PO\(HMV;J 8 OR 172,04

PHONE: EMAIL: @((Lﬂko fnoee VL@/C\W\C&; [4 Cov
)

IF YOU WISH TO ADDRESS THE BOARD IN PERSON:

1. Complete this form and submit to the Board Clerk.
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Officer may rearrange testimony or may ask Invited Guests or Elected Officials to
speak first.

3. Public testimony is limited to 3 minutes or less per person unless otherwise
directed by the Presiding Officer.

4. Written materials may be submitted to the Board Clerk for distribution to the
Board and entry in the official record. Please provide 7 copies.

5. All meetings are audio and video recorded.
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state your name for the record and speak clearly into the microphone.

7. A buzzer will signify the end of your allotted time.
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disturbance may be asked or required to leave and upon failure to do so
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IF YOU WISH TO SUBMIT WRITTEN INSTEAD OF ORAL COMMENTS TO THE
BOARD:
1. Complete this form and submit it along with your written testimony to the Board
Clerk at the meeting, or by e-mail at: lynda.grow@multco.us
2. Written testimony will be entered into the official record.
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3. Public testimony is limited to 3 minutes or less per person unless otherwise
directed by the Presiding Officer.

4. Written materials may be submitted to the Board Clerk for distribution to the

Board and entry in the official record. Please provide 7 copies.

All meetings are audio and video recorded.

When your name is called, come forward & be seated at the presenter's table;
state your name for the record and speak clearly into the microphone.

A buzzer will signify the end of your allotted time.

The Presiding Officer has authority to keep order and may impose reasonable
restrictions necessary for the efficient and orderly conduct of a meeting. Any
person who fails to comply with reasonable rules of conduct or who creates a
disturbance may be asked or required to leave and upon failure to do so
becomes a trespasser.
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IF YOU WISH TO SUBMIT WRITTEN INSTEAD OF ORAL COMMENTS TO THE
BOARD:
1. Complete this form and submit it along with your written testimony to the Board
Clerk at the meeting, or by e-mail at: lynda.grow@multco.us
2. Written testimony will be entered into the official record.
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1. Complete this form and submit to the Board Clerk.

2. Presenters are called to testify in the order their form is received. The Presiding
Officer may rearrange testimony or may ask Invited Guests or Elected Officials to
speak first.

3. Public testimony is limited to 3 minutes or less per person unless otherwise
directed by the Presiding Officer.

4. Written materials may be submitted to the Board Clerk for distribution to the

Board and entry in the official record. Please provide 7 copies.

All meetings are audio and video recorded.

When your name is called, come forward & be seated at the presenter's table;
state your name for the record and speak clearly into the microphone.

A buzzer will signify the end of your allotted time.

The Presiding Officer has authority to keep order and may impose reasonable
restrictions necessary for the efficient and orderly conduct of a meeting. Any
person who fails to comply with reasonable rules of conduct or who creates a
disturbance may be asked or required to leave and upon failure to do so
becomes a trespasser. '
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IF. YOU WISH TO SUBMIT WRITTEN INSTEAD OF ORAL COMMENTS TO THE
BOARD:
1. Complete this form and submit it along with your written testimony to the Board
Clerk at the meeting, or by e-mail at: lynda.grow@multco.us
2. Written testimony will be entered into the official record.
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