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From:  Sellwood Bridge Public Stakeholder Committee (PSC) 
 
The PSC recommends that the Multnomah County Board of Commissioners adopt the 
following elements into design of the Sellwood Bridge Project and to direct staff as 
appropriate: 
 
Bridge Type: 
 

Steel Deck Arch 
 

• Continue to investigate a concrete deck arch to see if it would provide overall 
benefit to the public, including positive local economic impact and significant 
cost savings when compared to the steel deck arch 

• Consider ways to make the east and west bridge approaches consistent with the 
main span while recognizing the different settings on the east and west sides of 
the river 

• Look for ways to reduce the size of piers, both in the river and on land 

• Consider on-deck and other features suggested by the Community Advisory 
Committee to enhance safety and user experience 

• Coordinate bridge design with Tacoma Main Street Plan safety concepts 
 
 
Interchange with Oregon 43 
 

Compressed EIS Concept 
 

• Continue to investigate opportunities to reduce the footprint and rock cut size 
while maintaining performance for all modes and accommodating future streetcar 
projects 

 
 
Stephens Creek Crossing Mitigation 
 

Concrete Arch Culvert 
 
 
Storm Water Treatment Facilities 
 

Bio-swale on west side of river 
 
Bio-swale on Mela property to treat east side bridge storm water 
 
Planter swales on both sides of Tacoma Street to treat Tacoma Street storm 
water 
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• Explore ways to blend designs into surroundings 

• Explore ways to reduce private property impacts 

• Explore ways to include educational components 

• Explore ways to reduce flow to combined sewer system 
 
 
Staff  shall continue to investigate cost savings and report back at approximately 60% 
design regarding project progress and updated cost estimates 


