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● Situation status update regarding how 
wildfires impacted COVID-19 response

● Update on COVID-19 metrics

● Update on schools reopening metrics
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Today’s Briefing



• Wildfire smoke is especially harmful for 
sensitive groups

• More burden for those with existing health 
inequities

• Similar symptoms for COVID-19 and 
exposure to poor air quality

3

COVID-19: Impacts of Wildfires & 
Air Quality 



● Wildfire and smoke evacuations

● Hospital and Long term care facility 
evacuations

● COVID-19 positive relocations

● Utilized COVID-19 protocols in shelters
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COVID-19 and Wildfire Evacuation



● Outdoor testing sites closed

● Indoor service delivery impacted through 
closures and/or reduced hours

● State public health lab closed
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Hazardous Air Quality: Impacts to 
COVID-19 testing



• After Memorial Day
– 50% ↑ COVID tests performed
– % positive tests ↑ 40 %
– 240 % ↑ COVID and hospitalizations

• After July 4
– 25% ↑ COVID tests performed
– % positive tests ↑ 40 %
– 58% ↑ COVID 20% ↑ hospitalizations
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Holiday Gatherings & Travel Increase 
COVID Cases 



• Due to interrupted testing capacity, it is 
hard to fully know true disease burden

• We do not know the impacts of the Labor 
Day holiday

• We do not yet know the impacts of the 
evacuations on COVID-19 spread
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Limitations of the Metrics
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Epidemic Curve 
Multnomah County
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Race and Ethnicity Among Tested 
Individuals



• Partnership testing with 
Hacienda/Verde in the 
Cully neighborhood
– Rescheduling for early 

October 
– Coordination with Latino 

Network and with 4 
CBO’s for October 3rd or 
October 10th 
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Community Testing
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COVID-19 Hospitalizations
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COVID Testing Percent Positivity
Multnomah County
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School Re-opening Metrics 
Case Rate Per Population

Since the week of May 24th, Multnomah County has been above the 

baseline threshold of ≤10 cases per 100,000



Public schools plans received: 180 of 200
- public schools are not applying for 

in-person education at this time

Private schools plans received: 40 of 60
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School Plan Reviews 
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Cases Called and Interviewed
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Questions?


